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Location
Albany:  
NYS Department of Health Wadsworth Center, Biggs Laboratory, Large Conference Room, Empire State Plaza

Metro NY area:
North Shore – Long Island Jewish Health System, 145 Community Drive, Executive Conference Room #1, Great Neck, New York
Committee Members Present 

Santo M. DiFino, MD (Chair) - Albany
Beverly Canin - Albany
Susan M. Cohen, Esq. – Long Island
M. Suzanne Hicks - Albany

Neeta Shah, MD - Long Island
Committee Members Absent

Gary Morrow, PhD 

Robert Riter 
DOH Staff Present 
Bonnie Brautigam - Long Island
Lani Rafferty - Albany
Mary Ryther - Albany
Mary Thatcher - Albany
DOH Staff Absent
Barbara Weiser, MD 
Call to Order and Opening Remarks of the Chair
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Santo M. DiFino, MD., Chair. 
Consideration of Minutes of March 19, 2010 Committee Meeting
M. Suzanne Hicks made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2010 meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Susan Cohen, Esq.  A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved. 
Discussion of 2010 Scientific Research RFA 

Bonnie Brautigam referred the committee members to Exhibit 2, Peter T. Rowley Breast Cancer Research Grants and Postdoctoral Fellowship Grants.  Ms. Brautigam gave a brief overview of the Scientific Research RFA and mentioned that the committee has raised two issues regarding this RFA:  (1) whether to continue funding postdoctoral fellowships as part of the Scientific Research RFA, and (2) to decide upon the scope and parameters of the scientific research awards.  
Ms. Brautigam referred the Committee to Exhibit 3, Postdoctoral Fellowships Evaluation, which shows statistics on the status of postdoctoral fellows previously funded by the program and a comparison to the California Breast Cancer Research Program’s postdoctoral fellowship program.  Following a brief discussion, Beverly Canin made a motion to recommend that the program discontinue funding postdoctoral fellowships in the future.  The motion was seconded by Neeta Shah, MD.  A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.  

Referring back to Exhibit 2, Ms. Brautigam asked the committee to consider whether it is reasonable to require the Principal Investigators (PIs) and Co-PIs to commit at least ten percent effort to awards.  After a brief discussion, Dr. Shah made a motion to remove the requirement that the PI/Co-PI have a minimum effort of ten percent.  Ms. Canin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.
The committee agreed that there should be an applicant conference for this RFA due to the elimination of the postdoctoral fellowship awards as well as other changes to the RFA.  Ms. Cohen inquired as to whether a webinar, videoconference or teleconference would be possible.  Ms. Brautigam noted that she would look into the possibility.
During a discussion about the review criteria, Ms. Canin suggested that a category for Innovation be added to the list of evaluation criteria considered by the review panel.  She also suggested that bullets two, four and five under “Research Plan” should be moved to the new category.  Merit review criteria weights would be changed as follows: Research Plan (40%), Innovation (20%), Impact (20%), and Budget (20%).  There was general consensus expressed for this idea. 
Ms. Hicks made a motion to have staff make changes to the RFA as discussed and present the new draft to the Board on June 4, 2010.  Ms. Canin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.  Ms. Cohen and Ms. Canin will not be able to attend the June 4, 2010 Board meeting, so they will send any additional comments on the RFA to Ms. Brautigam to present to the rest of the Board for consideration.
Discussion of Education Research RFA
Ms. Brautigam noted that the 2009 Patricia S. Brown Breast Cancer Education Community-based Demonstration Projects RFA was awarded.  The contract start date is now expected to be October 1, 2010.  
Ms. Brautigam referred the Committee to Exhibit 5, Breast Cancer Education Projects Request for Applications Options.  Based on recent Committee and Board discussions about the Patricia S. Brown Breast Cancer Education Community-based Demonstration Projects RFA, she recommended that the Committee revisit the overall educational research program.  Exhibit 5 contains an outline of possible funding options for the Committee’s evaluation and discussion.  Variables address the purpose of the funds, target audience/recipient, who may apply, available funds, number of awards and maximum amount of award.  Once the Committee agrees on these elements, staff will develop a concept paper, such as the example shown in Exhibit 5, for Committee review.  Committee members agreed to review Exhibit 5, and to discuss and prioritize education research options at the next committee meeting.
Vote to Adjourn

Ms. Canin made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Hicks seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m.
