Health Research Science Board


Final Minutes of the
Regular Business Meeting

Friday, March 19, 2010 

10:00 AM – 12:45 PM
Location

Syracuse:
NYS Department of Health Central NY Regional Office, Room 4A, 217 S. Salina Street, Syracuse
Albany:  
NYS Department of Health Wadsworth Center, Biggs Laboratory, Large Conference Room, Empire State Plaza, Albany
Rochester:
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, S-Wing, Room 1-8513, 415 Elmwood Avenue, Rochester

New York City:
NYS Department of Health Metropolitan Area Regional 





Office, 4th Floor, Conference Room C, 90 Church Street, Manhattan
Troy:


NYS Department of Health, Flanigan Square, Room 4A, Troy
Board Members Present



Board Members Absent

Santo M. DiFino, MD (Chair, V) - Syracuse

M. Suzanne Hicks (V)

Beverly Canin (NV) - NYC



Neeta Shah, MD (V)

Susan M. Cohen (NV) - NYC



Marc Wilkenfeld, MD (V)

Gail Frankel (V) - NYC




Alexander P. Gross, MS (V) - Syracuse

DOH Staff Present
Russell Hilf, PhD (V) - Rochester


Terry Ascienzo - NYC
Donna Jurasits (V) - NYC



Syni-An A. Hwang - Troy
Diana E. Lake, MD (V) - NYC



Carole Ju - Troy

Gary Morrow, PhD (V) - Rochester


Lani Rafferty - Syracuse

Maggie O’Neil (EO) - Albany



Mary Ryther - Albany
Arun Puranik, MD (V)
- Troy



Mary Thatcher - Albany




Robert Riter (NV) - Syracuse



Diana Yang, Esq. - Albany
Elinor J. Spring-Mills, PhD (V) - Syracuse

Barbara Weiser, MD (EO) - Albany


DOH Staff Absent
Karen S. Zier, PhD (V) - NYC



Bonnie Jo Brautigam








V = voting member









NV = non-voting member









EO = ex-officio, non-voting member

Call to Order and Opening Remarks of the Chair

Due to technical difficulties, the meeting was called to order at 10:17 a.m. by Santo DiFino, MD, Chair.  Dr. DiFino took a roll call of Board Members present. 
Executive Session

Russell Hilf, PhD made a motion to enter executive session to discuss the results of the peer review of the Peter Rowley RFA applications.  The motion was seconded by Alexander Gross.  A vote was taken and the motion was passed unanimously.  Executive session began at 10:19 a.m.
Dr. Hilf left the meeting at 11:35 a.m.

Award Recommendations

Dr. DiFino resumed open session at 11:39 a.m. and noted that during Executive Session, the Board considered the peer review panel scores of applications submitted in response to the Peter T. Rowley Breast Cancer Research Projects and Postdoctoral Fellowships RFA.  
Dr. DiFino reviewed the purpose of this RFA and noted that 22 applications were submitted.  He informed the Board that if an application does not receive sufficient affirmative votes, the Board must justify in writing why the application was not approved.  The Board’s recommendations for funding will be forwarded to the Commissioner of Health.  Upon action by the Commissioner, the Program Director and the applicant organizations will be given formal notification of the funding decisions. 

Voting on Applications

Mr. Gross made a motion to vote on applications to make funding recommendations to the Commissioner of Health.  Elinor Spring-Mills, PhD seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and motion carried unanimously (9-0).   

Application number H09R-014; Memorial Sloan Kettering; Principal Investigator (PI), Dr. Jason Holland; mentor, Dr. Jason Lewis:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (8-0, Diana Lake, MD abstained).  
Application number H09R-016, New York University School of Medicine, Dr. Yuval Kluger:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (8-0, Karen Zier, PhD abstained).
Application number H09R-027, Columbia University, Dr. Jose Silva:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (9-0).
Application number H09R-003; SUNY at Buffalo; PI, Dr. Alice Ceacareanu and Co-PI, Dr. Chi-Chen Hong from Roswell Park:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (9-0).
Application number H09R-026, New York University School of Medicine, Dr. Herbert Samuels:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (6-2, Dr. Zier abstained).
Application number H09R-001, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Dr. Andrei Bakin:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (8-1).
Application number H09R-032, University of Rochester, Dr. Ping Tang:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (5-3, Gary Morrow, Ph.D. abstained).
Application number H09R-023; SUNY at Buffalo; PI, Dr. Supriya Mahajan and Co-PI, Dr. Bindukumar Nair from Roswell Park:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was not recommended for award (3-6).
Application number H09R-025, Memorial Sloan Kettering, Dr. Marc Robson:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was recommended for award (5-3, Dr. Lake abstained).  
Application number H09R-030; Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory; PI, Dr. Shuang Ni; mentor, Dr. Bruce Stillman:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was not recommended for award (0-8, Dr. Lake abstained).  

Application number H09R-028, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Dr. Keshav Singh:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was not recommended for award (2-6, Dr. Morrow abstained).
Application number H09R-018, Cornell University, Dr. W. Lee Kraus:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was not recommended for award (0-8, Dr. Lake abstained).  

Application number H09R-033, SUNY at Buffalo, Dr. Menghua Tau:  A roll call vote was taken and this application was not recommended for award (2-7).
Beverly Canin asked if application summaries can be assigned to individual Board members in the future, noting that it would alleviate the Chair from carrying the full responsibility of summarizing all of the applications.  Donna Jurasits added that the National Cancer Institute does the same thing and discussions flow more smoothly when the application summaries are divided among the Board members.  

Dr. DiFino stated that this could be evaluated for future meetings.   
Consideration of Minutes of October 2, 2009 Meeting


 

Mr. Gross made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2009 meetings (Exhibits 1, 2 and 3) without changes.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Spring-Mills.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved. 
Notice of Bylaws Change

Dr. DiFino noted that at the Research Needs and Education Program Effectiveness Committee’s October meeting, members agreed to simplify the name by changing it to the Committee on Program Needs and Effectiveness.  According to procedures, a notice to amend bylaws must be provided at one meeting, with further discussion and voting to be done at the next meeting. There was no discussion about the requested name change.  Dr. DiFino noted that the requested change be voted on at the June 4th meeting.
Commissioners’ Designee Reports

Department of Health
Dr. Weiser stated that the four interrelated elements that form the basis of the program include the research and development perspective, the patient’s perspective, the realities of clinical care, and exciting new research and its potential for translation into clinical use.  Together, these four elements promise to guide the Board toward effective priorities for research, education, and future funding.  
Dr. Weiser suggested that each Board meeting include a short presentation or discussion of novel studies that are relevant to breast cancer research.  To launch the presentations at Board meetings, Dr. Weiser proposed a presentation from a Wadsworth Center investigator, Dr. Ken Aldous, about an innovative Department of Health study of human exposure to micro-amounts of environmental toxins.
The Board members were supportive of presentations or speakers at future meetings.  Dr. Weiser will check with Dr. Aldous to see if he is available for the June 4th Board meeting.

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
Maggie O’Neil reported that the Annual Pesticide Reporting Law (PRL) application and sales reports for 2009 have been received.  Overdue notices for those who did not submit a report were sent out on March 1, 2010, with a response deadline of March 15, 2010.  Those who report after that date will be assessed a fine.  The 2006 PRL pesticide sales and application data are ready to be posted to the website.  However, the accompanying report needs to be approved first.  Work will start on the 2007 report shortly thereafter, with work starting on 2008 data later this summer.  

PRL funding has been cut significantly:
· 05/06 DEC received $2,025,000 (these funds were shifted to support other priorities)

· 06/07 DEC received $2,025,000

· 07/08 DEC received $2,025,000

· 08/09 DEC received $0

· 09/10 Governor proposed $575,000, but DEC only received $500,000

· 10/11 $575,000 is proposed
DEC cut funding to Cornell University from $698,000 to $300,000 for fiscal year 2010/2011.  Therefore, staff at Cornell who have been working on the Pesticide Sales and Use Reporting project have been cut from 8 to 2.5 people.  DEC PRL staff originally consisted of ten people in the Central Office and are now down to less than three full-time staff.  The Governor's budget for 2009-2010 proposed funding for Breast Cancer Environmental Research Fund, but the Division of Budget did not release money, so they had to shut down their operation.

Program Update

Lani Rafferty gave a status of Board membership.  Voting member vacancies are as follows:
· 3 scientist researcher/physician seats

· 1 regional survivor (Western NY)

Ms. Rafferty informed the Board that Suzanne Snedecker, the ex-officio from Cornell University has submitted her resignation.  A new representative has not yet been appointed.  Diana Lake has been appointed since the last meeting.
The Patricia Brown application that the Board recommended for funding in October 2009 has not yet been approved, so a contract has not been initiated.  Staff has not been able to ascertain when that approval might be forthcoming, as the delay seems related to the State’s fiscal crisis.

Earlier, the Board recommended seven research and one postdoctoral fellowship applications for funding; those applications will be moved forward for approval as soon as possible.  

Ms. Rafferty noted that there is nothing new to report on the State budget crisis.  However, with the end of the State Fiscal Year approaching, Board members are encouraged to submit requests for travel reimbursement within the week; waiting longer will likely result in a delay in reimbursement.  

Terry Ascienzo addressed Exhibit 5, the Contract and Fiscal Status report.  She reported that there have been 98 awards funded at approximately $9 million to date, and today the Board recommended eight more projects, for approximately $3 million more.  
Ms. Ascienzo noted that since the program’s inception the Program has received over $7 million from tax return donations, $300,000 from license plates, $5 million from State match and a little over $1 million in interest.  So, approximately $14 million total revenue has been received, about $7 million has been disbursed and there is about $7 million in the bank.  
Committee Reports
Committee on Research Needs and Education Program Effectiveness

Dr. DiFino noted that during the committee meeting held earlier today the Educational RFA was discussed, but there are still a number of issues to be addressed.  The Committee hopes that this RFA can be re-written by the next meeting in order to bring it to the Board to vote on its issuance, as well as the Peter T. Rowley RFA, so that these RFAs can be issued consistently.
Susan Cohen reminded Dr. DiFino that at the last committee meeting, the committee voted on a recommendation for the Rowley RFA and that recommendation was to be brought to the Board.  Dr. DiFino noted that because the committee had not had a chance to complete the discussion about this RFA, recommendations to the Board should wait.    
Gail Frankel made a motion that the next Rowley RFA issuance should include funding divided equally between IDEA and IMPACT award mechanisms, noting that there will not be a specific funding mechanism for postdoctoral fellows, but they not be precluded from applying for the other funding mechanisms.  There was no second for the motion.
Ms. Rafferty explained that staff had intended to present to the committee an evaluation that was done on the success of postdoctoral fellows as well as the differences between the IDEA, IMPACT, Rowley and postdoctoral fellows.  Since the committee ran out of time, that information will be presented and discussed at the next committee meeting.
Dr. Zier inquired as to whether postdoctoral fellows are currently eligible to apply for IDEA and IMPACT awards.  Ms. Rafferty clarified that we do not have any RFAs that include the IDEA and IMPACT mechanisms, but that postdoctoral fellows are currently eligible to apply for the Rowley Research RFA.  
Committee on Funding and Outreach

Elinor Spring-Mills noted that there had not been a committee meeting since the October meeting and that the committee will meet after the regular business meeting. 
Committee on Access to Pesticide Registry and Pesticide Application Information

Dr. Hwang stated that no applications have been received so the committee has not met.  Dr. Hwang informed the Board that the University at Albany’s School of Public Health is considering using this data set; the Committee anticipates receiving their application within a few months. 
Areas of Concern
Ms. Cohen raised the question about the e-Alert system, stating that she has not received any e-Alerts.  Mary Thatcher confirmed a notice for this meeting was sent out.  Ms. Cohen, Ms. Frankel, Ms. Jurasits and Ms. Canin stated that they had not received the meeting notice sent through the e-Alert system.  Ms. Rafferty suggested that those Board members having problems should sign up again for e-Alerts and be sure that all of the boxes are checked for which information they would like to receive.  Ms. Thatcher suggested that members check their “spam” folders and add the e-Alert address to their contact list.
Ms. Cohen mentioned that Marc Wilkenfeld, MD previously requested that the Board consider holding meetings on days other than Fridays, since he sees patients on Fridays, and therefore, is unable to attend Friday HRSB meetings.  Dr. DiFino noted that this issue has been discussed and voted on several times and that Friday is still the best day for most people to meet.  He also stated that the dates are set far enough in advance to give Board members time to adjust their schedules if needed.  Ms. Rafferty added that attempts to obtain a quorum on other days of the week had failed.  
Public Comment
Harvey Reissig, PhD, Director of Cornell University’s Pest Management Education Program, provided oral and written comments (Attachment 1).  Dr. Reissig inquired whether the Board would allow his staff to analyze the data collected for the Pesticide Sales and Use Registry Database in the future, since the Database falls under the Pest Management Education Program at Cornell.  
Dr. DiFino stated that he would not be able to answer that question at this time, but requested that Program staff discuss it with Department legal counsel and DEC.  

Meeting Planning
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 4, 2010 and will be video-conferenced.  
Dr. Spring-Mills asked if a decision was made regarding when committee meetings will take place.  Dr. DiFino stated that they would continue to be held on the same day as the regular business meeting.  He also noted that the next meeting of the Committee on Research Needs and Education Program Effectiveness should be held prior to the regular business meeting in order to put closure to some of the RFA issues not yet resolved.
Dr. Morrow noted that June 4th is the first day of the American Society of Clinical Oncology annual meeting.  Dr. DiFino suggested that there may not be a quorum on that date.  Program staff will identify other possible meeting dates and check with Board members on their availability.
Meeting adjourned 

Dr. Lake made a motion to adjourn. Dr. Puranik seconded. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m.
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